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An Open meeting of Bedfordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee was held virtually on Thursday 25th February 2021 via the Zoom Meeting video conferencing application
.

Present:
Members







Coll Michaels (Chair)

Nishil Shah (Vice Chair)
Amit Lakhani
Ronak Maroo



Indira Panchal



Kiran Patel
Pruthvi Patel


Gordon Ross


Mahesh Shah


Khurram Tejrar


Bedfordshire LPC Office


Gerald Zeidman (Chief Officer)


Ethel Shaw (BedsLPC Business Manager)



Guests
Sue Melvin, Regional Inspector, General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC)
Fiona Garnett, Associate Director Medicines Optimisation BLMK Commissioning Collaborative
Raj Hira, Public Health Principal, BLMK
Madeeha Samsudeen, Stop Smoking Manager, Total Wellbeing, Luton
Sarah Simmonds, Stop Smoking Team Lead, Total Wellbeing, Luton
Anne-Marie King, Chief Officer, Northamptonshire and MK LPC
Dr Amir Esteki, Bedfordshire LMC representative

Zara Mehra, Regional Tutor, CPPE
	No.


	Agenda Item
	Action

	1279
1280
	Welcome by Chair

The Chair welcomed members and guests to the meeting.
Apologies for Absence
Nazlin Meghji, BedsLPC committee member
Rupal Sagoo, BedsLPC committee member
Jane Bray, Assistant Contract Manager (Pharmacy & Optometry)

NHS E&I, East of England

	

	1281
	Declarations of Interest
LPC members’ Declaration of Interests are available for viewing at the meeting, if requested. They are also posted on the Beds LPC website.
	

	1282

	To approve the minutes from the meeting held on 26th November 2020
The committee approved the Open meeting minutes from 26th November 2020 as proposed by Nishil Shah and seconded by Amit Lakhani.

	

	1283

	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
1253 – Rupal was due to communicate with Tess regarding Workforce Development, as discussed in September’s Open meeting. This discussion has not taken place, as yet. They will arrange to meet outside of this meeting.

	Ongoing

	1284
1285
	GPhC update
Sue Melvin gave the update.

Very few site visits are taking place at the present time due to COVID restrictions. Contractors are receiving telephone advice, if needed and where necessary a follow-up site visit is arranged.
When site visits resume any necessary hearings may be conducted virtually.

Discussions around the recent challenges for community pharmacy due to the pandemic took place. Sue has made contact with community pharmacies in her area to check how they have been coping during the pandemic.
An LPC committee member noted that Sue had been very supportive of community pharmacy over recent months.

Another committee member asked if GPhC had received feedback from the general public in relation to pharmaceutical services provided during Covid by community pharmacies. None has been received to the best of Sue’s knowledge.
The Chair thanked Sue for her update.
CPPE update
Zara Mehra gave the update.
New events for Spring and Summer terms have now been published, with courses and programmes on topical issues such as:
· Discharge Medicines Service (new)

· Pharmacy Quality Scheme (PQS)
· COVID 19 

· CPCS

· The Foundation Pharmacist Programme

The CPCS workshop is running successfully virtually and involves an e-course.
There is a dedicated gateway page on the CPPE website for Discharge Medicine Service (DMS). BedsLPC mentioned that a number of contractors have fed back that the DMS course is very difficult to pass, with numerous attempts required. 

Zara took the comments on board but reminded everyone that a certain amount of reading and learning was necessary for the courses. Learners have forty minutes to answer ten questions. The answers are not always obvious and require a certain amount of professional judgement. 
Zara encouraged contractors to contact her if they were having issues and advised that all programmes are reviewed regularly.
Dr Esteki asked for details of the workings of the new community pharmacy DMS service.

BedsLPC Chair thanked Zara for her update. Zara left the meeting at 2:50pm.

	

	1286
1287
1288
	Community pharmacy COVID vaccinations update

BedsLPC Vice Chair gave the update.

Two community pharmacy led vaccinations hubs have been set up in the Bedfordshire area – one at The Rufus Centre, Flitwick and the other at The Weatherly Centre, Biggleswade.

The hub at The Rufus Centre has been set up by BedsLPC Vice Chair in partnership with another BedsLPC contractor from C&H Barton Pharmacy, Barton-Le-Clay. The site is open for extended hours often from 8.00 am – 8.00pm 
They are liaising with two local PCNs and their respective Clinical Directors. It is very much a collaborative working arrangement with patients being referred from the practices within the PCNs, as well as from the NHS central booking system.
The planning stage was the most critical, with planning required for every possible scenario. It was very challenging with support and help received from NHS E&I, the local CCG, GPhC, BedsLPC and others, including local councils.
Communication between all parties is vital.

Any contractors thinking of setting up future hubs should consider the following:

· An appropriate site with adequate parking facilities and ease of access

· Space is essential within the site as there should be a pre-vaccination area for patients to register and queue – social distancing is key

· Several vaccination station areas

· A post vaccination area

· The hub centre is a separate entity to the community pharmacy as normal services must continue at the pharmacy

Targets set by NHS E&I are currently being met with very little vaccine wastage as the site has a back-up list of patients they can call upon as necessary.

Sue pointed out that different regulations are in place for the dedicated pharmacy sites. Available space within the pharmacy for the provision of Covid vaccinations was also a problem for some pharmacies. 
Nishil was asked if he thought the current model for vaccination delivery was sustainable. He thought it was bearing in mind the substantial number of patients who need to be vaccinated.

A number of LPC members suggested that if there were a larger network of community pharmacy vaccination sites a considerable greater number of patients could be vaccinated.     
BLMK CCGs and Medicines Optimisation update

Fiona Garnett gave the update.
COVID-19 vaccine update

Fiona acknowledged the ‘superb’ job that community pharmacists are doing at the vaccination hubs, particularly Nishil Shah and Alex Hill.
There is a webinar for contractors later this evening which will be asking for more community pharmacists to apply to become vaccination hubs if they have the capacity to deliver 1000+ vaccinations per week. 

It was stressed that collaboration between PCNs, GP practices and community pharmacies is key to the success of future hubs/vaccination sites. It was stressed that it isn’t only about community pharmacy capability but also about logistics, availability of suitable sites and parking, plus accessibility for patients.
Discharge Medicine Service (DMS)
Tess Dawoud will be the lead for BLMK CCG.
Currently only the Luton & Dunstable Foundation Hospital Trust and Lister Hospital  are sending EMOP/TCAM/DMS referrals to BedsLPC community pharmacy contractors. Bedford hospital is unable to commit operationally due to COVID. This is only a short term situation.
GP CPCS
Funding for a project lead for GP-CPCS has been sought. 
So far there has been a positive response from PCN Clinical Directors regarding the service. This needs to be built on.
The Chair thanked Fiona for her update.

BLMK Public Health update

Raj Hira gave the update
Community Pharmacy Blood Pressure service

There is funding for the recommencement of a local community pharmacy blood pressure service.

The new service will take in lessons learnt from the previous pilot which ran for 18 months. A survey from BLMK Public Health will be sent to all BLMK community pharmacies asking for their feedback on the proposed new service.

LPC members questioned if undiagnosed AF would also be part of the new service, as it was in the initial pilot. Raj replied that it would not be part of the service.

Committee members who were involved in the previous pilot were largely supportive of a new service, if lessons learnt are factored in. One area of the previous service which was particularly onerous and time consuming was the paperwork. Committee members would like to see an IT system such as PharmOutcomes used for the new service.
A follow up meeting between BLMK PH and BedsLPC to continue discussions will be arranged outside of this meeting.

ACTION – set up a meeting between BLMK PH and BedsLPC to discuss the new community pharmacy blood pressure service.

PNA

The date for publication of local PNAs has been delayed nationally due to COVID. It is now expected to be autumn 2022. Public Health is expecting to outsource the collation of the data to an external provider. 

Raj confirmed that BedsLPC will be asked to participate in the Steering Group.
The Chair thanked Raj for her update.

	BedsLPC Office


	1289
1290
	LMC and PCN update

Dr Amir Esteki gave the update.
PCN update
Most practice staff time is being spent on delivering COVID vaccinations with practices experiencing a delay in receiving the vaccines. Issues with deliveries have now been resolved.
Dr Esteki highlighted he could not foresee PCNs continuing to provide Covid vaccinations.      

The role of community pharmacies in the delivery of COVID vaccination will be significant. The expectation is that it will surpass NHS Flu vaccinations.

Simon Stevens – Chief Exec of NHS, is due to retire. The future role for his successor could have more government intervention which may impact GPs and community pharmacies.
The Chair thanked Dr Esteki for his update.
NHS Flu vaccination update
	

	
	The role community pharmacy played in this current season which is due to finish on 31st March 2021 was significant and uptake exceeded previous seasons. 

Flu vaccination uptake has now slowed, however some community pharmacies continue to offer the service.

	

	1291

	Services update
Hepatitis C testing – community pharmacy advanced service -
Some community pharmacies are offering the service, however uptake is low.
It is recognised that the cost of purchasing the equipment to provide the service prohibits most community pharmacies, in particular small independents, to provide the service.

	

	1292
1293
1294
1295
	Any Other Business of a non-confidential nature

None was raised.
Closing Remarks
The Chair thanked members and guests for their attendance.
Date of next open meeting
The next LPC Open meeting will be held virtually via Zoom on 1st July 2021 from 14:00hrs.
The meeting closed at 16:00.
	


�





Bedfordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee


Representing Community Pharmacies in Bedford Borough, Central Bedfordshire and Luton





Enterprise House, Wrest Park, Silsoe, Bedfordshire MK45 4HR


LPC Mobile: 07800 764717   Email: info@bedslpc.org.uk�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Chief Officer�
Chair�
Vice Chair�
Treasurer�
�
Gerald Zeidman FRPharmS�
Coll Michaels�
Nishil Shah�
Paul Fearon�
�









�





Page 4  25.02.2021 Bedfordshire LPC Open Meeting minutes

