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An Open meeting of Bedfordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee was held virtually on Wednesday 6th July 2022 using MS Teams meeting platform.
Present:
Members







Coll Michaels (Chair)

Nishil Shah  (Vice Chair)
Amit Lakhani
Ronak Maroo



Gordon Ross


Rupal Sagoo



Connor Steele

Mahesh Shah



Khurram Tejrar


Bedfordshire LPC Office


Gerald Zeidman (Chief Officer)


Ethel Shaw (BedsLPC Business Manager)



BedsLPC Treasurer



Paul Fearon


Guests
Fiona Garnett, Associate Director Medicines Optimisation, BLMK Clinical Commissioning Group
Samir Patel, Pharmacist Partner, Castle Medical Group, Luton
Shopna Amin, Public Health manager – Reproductive Health & Children’s, Luton Borough Council
Zara Mehra, Regional Tutor, CPPE


Harjinder Singh, BedsLPC community pharmacy contractor
	No.


	Agenda Item
	Action

	1357
1358
	Welcome by Chair

The Chair welcomed members and guests to the meeting.
Apologies for Absence
Dr Pinesh Patel, BedsLPC committee member
Dr Amir Esteki, Bedfordshire LMC representative
Helen Terry, Chief Executive, Bedford Borough Healthwatch

	

	1359
	Declarations of Interest
LPC members’ Declaration of Interests are available for viewing at the meeting, if requested. They are also posted on the BedsLPC website.
	

	1360
	Insight from a GP practice Pharmacist Partner
One of the roles of the Pharmacist Partner is to improve communication links between GPs and community pharmacies.
Samir has been in the role for 5 years and a Partner from 2021.

He wanted to attend the LPC meeting in order to discuss with LPC members ways to improve the interface between community pharmacy and GP practices.
Committee members voiced their concern at the lack of engagement from PCN Clinical Directors and see this as one of their biggest challenges in working collaboratively with practices.

The lack of integrated IT systems for commissioned services was also highlighted as an issue, an example being the GP CPCS service. Referrals are made via the community pharmacies nhs.net email addresses, which puts additional pressure on an overload growing email system. 
Samir is meeting with PCN colleagues on Friday 7th July where he will advocate the work that community pharmacy can do and are already doing. Better understanding of each other’s roles, will help to open better communication channels between both.
BedsLPC Chair thanked Sam for attending and providing the helpful understanding of his Pharmacist Partner role.

Samir left the meeting.


	

	1361
	BLMK update
Fiona Garnett gave the update.

BLMK ICB

The Board of the newly formed BLMK ICB has been appointed. It was noted that BedsLPC committee member Mahesh Shah is a board member. His role is ICB Primary Medical Service member.
Phase 5 – Covid vaccines Autumn Booster
Community pharmacies continue to deliver 50% of the vaccines week on week. Vaccination rates are currently low, ahead of the next phase. 

Phase 5 is due to start on 1st Sept 2022.
The Phase 5 cohorts have yet to be confirmed but it is anticipated that they will include those -
· Aged 65 years and older

· Front line health and social care staff

· The clinically vulnerable

All community pharmacies in Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes were invited to express an interest in being involved in Phase 5. Email communications were sent during w/c 27th June 2022, along with postings in relevant local WhatsApp groups. BedsLPC also sent out communications to reiterate the message.
Community pharmacies who are presently providing Covid vaccinations, together with those who are temporally hibernating from providing vaccinations, do not have to express an interest as new providers. They do however need to notify the Regional NHSE  team of their wish to continue providing vaccinations.

Once everyone has expressed their intention, the information will be collated and a gap analysis carried out to ensure capacity and identify any gaps in provision that need to be filled.
Community pharmacies will be notified once this work is complete.

Oxycodone fraud 
A Luton resident obtained three-year’s supply of oxycodone fraudulently from January – March 2022, from ten different Luton pharmacies.
The fraud was discovered when a community pharmacy locum realised they had dispensed the medication to the same person at another site. It was the 5th supply from a pharmacy.
The person concerned had obtained 50 separate boxes, at a cost to the NHS of £22K.

The prescriptions were printed on stolen FP10 paper, all of which were presented in person. None were verified/validated by pharmacy staff.

The drug had been for self-use and not for onward sale. The individual used five names, four of which were not genuine. They involved eleven addresses in St Albans and three named GPs, none of the GPs worked at the named practices on the prescriptions.
The individual had twenty-four previous convictions for drug related fraud. The patient is registered with a Luton Practice and has a nominated pharmacy under a condition of bail.
Proposed actions – shared learning: 

· Engage all GP practices and request that all schedule 2 and 3 drugs are sent via EPS (exception emergency EOL) to the patients preferred pharmacy

· Request that pharmacies query any paper prescriptions for schedule 2 or 3 drugs

· If pharmacies receive a paper FP10 for schedule 2 or 3 Controlled Drugs (CDs), they must ask the patient if they consent to the pharmacist accessing their Summary Care Record (SCR) to make necessary checks

· If patient declines – phone surgery to check if genuine

· Exceptions – EOL (time critical)

· Ensure ID is checked

· Raise awareness / training on how to deal with fraudulent prescriptions

· Partnership working with police – shared with East of East CD, LIN and neighbouring ICBs
The Chair thanked Fiona for her update.


	

	1362
	Minutes from meeting held on 23rd February 2022
The committee approved the minutes of the Open meeting held on Wednesday 23rd February 2022 as proposed by Gordon Ross and seconded by Nishil Shah.

	

	1363
	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda update

1345 – Ruth Dean took an action to send Stop Smoking Steering Group meeting invites to BedsLPC Office. BedsLPC Chief Officer chased Ruth as the invites have not been received to date.

1348 – Dr Mary Evans’ Term of Office as BLMK ICS Interim Chief Pharmacist ended on 30th June 2022.
Mahesh Shah joined BLMK ICB as a Primary Medical Services Providers Partner Member on 1st July 2022.

	Ongoing

	1364
	Healthwatch update

Helen Terry was due to attend the meeting to give an update for Bedford Borough.
Unfortunately, Helen had to give her apologies ahead of the meeting due to staff shortages on the day.

	

	1365
	CPPE update

Zara Mehra gave the update.

The release of dates for the autumn/ winter semester delivery of workshops running from October 2022 – March 2023 is expected to be 19th July 2022. One of new workshop topics will focus on the topic of Pain.
CPPE will continue to deliver their courses mainly online. However, there will be limited face-to-face delivery in regional hubs including topics such as Consultation Skills and Inhaler Technique training.
The new Genomics learning gateway page is now live, coinciding with Health Education England’s #GenomicsConversation week which ran from 20th June 2022.
The Chair thanked Zara for her update.


	

	1366
1367
1368

	Any Other Business of a non-confidential nature

None was raised.
Closing Remarks
The Chair thanked members and guests for their attendance.
Date of next open meeting
The next LPC Open meeting will be held Thursday 29th September 2022 at a venue to be advised.
The meeting closed at 16:00hrs.
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