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An Open meeting of Bedfordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee was held virtually on Wednesday 23rd February 2022 using MS Teams meeting platform.
Present:
Members







Coll Michaels (Chair)

Nishil Shah  (Vice Chair)
Amit Lakhani
Ronak Maroo

Naz Meghji

Dr Pinesh Patel 


Gordon Ross


Rupal Sagoo

Mahesh Shah



Khurram Tejrar


Bedfordshire LPC Office


Gerald Zeidman (Chief Officer)


Ethel Shaw (BedsLPC Business Manager)



BedsLPC Treasurer



Paul Fearon


Guests
Dr Mary Evans, Interim Chief Pharmacist, BLMK ICS
Jane Bray, Support Contract Manager (Pharmacy and Optometry), NHS England, East of England
Fiona Garnett, Associate Director Medicines Optimisation, BLMK Clinical Commissioning Group
Ruth Dean, Public Health Principal

Tobacco Control and Stop Smoking Services, Bedfordshire and MK

Michelle Bailey, Senior Integrated Commissioning Manager, Children’s Integrated Commissioning and Public Health, Luton Borough Council
Shopna Amin, Public Health Manager – Reproductive Health & Children’s, Luton Borough Council 

Zara Mehra, Regional Tutor, CPPE

Dave Simpson, Chair and Director, Central Bedfordshire Healthwatch
Helen Terry, Chief Executive, Bedford Borough Healthwatch
Alex Hill, BedsLPC contractor representing C&H Barton Pharmacy
	No.


	Agenda Item
	Action

	1342
1343
	Welcome by Chair

The Chair welcomed members and guests to the meeting.
Apologies for Absence
Indira Panchal, BedsLPC committee member
Pruthvi Patel, BedsLPC committee member
Dr Amir Esteki, Bedfordshire LMC representative
	

	1344
	Declarations of Interest
LPC members’ Declaration of Interests are available for viewing at the meeting, if requested. They are also posted on the BedsLPC website.
	

	1345
	Bedfordshire Stop Smoking service update
Ruth Dean gave the update.

Ruth is new to the post. This is the first time she has attended a BedsLPC Open meeting.
The Beds Stop Smoking (SS) service has been operating a telephone only service since March 2020 due to the pandemic. It will resume face to face services for vulnerable patients from March 2022.
The SS team are currently reviewing some aspects of the service modelling. Community pharmacy will remain integral to the Letter of Recommendation offer to patients. 

The service is keen for more community pharmacies to offer the locally commissioned service as this will increase patient choice. Therefore, they will be offering improved training, communications and materials to publicise the service from community pharmacies which in turn will help to ensure more effective pathways for quitters.
BedsLPC is invited to attend the service Steering group meetings.

ACTION – Ruth to send SS Steering Group meeting invites to BedsLPC  Office.
The new proposed community pharmacy Advance National Smoking Cessation service is currently on hold and is due to commence mid-March 2022. 
The new service will enable NHS trusts to undertake a transfer of care on patient discharge, referring patients (where they consent) to a community pharmacy of their choice to continue their smoking cessation treatment, including providing nicotine replacement therapy and support, as required. 
As an Advanced service, community pharmacy contractors are free to choose if they will provide the service which is dependent on referrals from secondary care providers.
BedsLPC Chair thanked Ruth for her update.

Ruth left the meeting.

	RD

	1346
	NHS England and Integration update
Jane Bray gave the update.

Community Pharmacy Assurance Framework (CPAF)
A deadline extension until 6th February 2022 was granted to those contractors who had not completed their CPAF questionnaire. A full visit will take place for those contractors who failed to complete after this extension date.
Currently two contractors in Luton and two in Bedfordshire will be receiving a full CPAF visit. They will take place in March or April 2022.
Better Health Quit Smoking Campaign

The campaign will take place from 28th February until 31st March 2022. Community pharmacy contractors must participate.
Campaign resources will be delivered to community pharmacies between 24th – 28th February 2022.

NHS Profile Manager

Currently community pharmacy contractors update two different NHS service information systems – The NHS Website Profile Editor and Directory of Services Profile updater (DoS).
As of Spring 2022 both will be replaced by NHS Profile Manager. This new system will enable contractors to update pharmacy information such as opening times and contact information. 

At launch, contractors will only be able to use the system to update contact and hours information. The services and facilities sections are scheduled to be added a month or two after launch.
Community Pharmacy Opening Hours

Contactors must give three months’ notice to the NHSE Regulations Committee if they wish to change supplementary hours over the Platinum Jubilee bank holiday weekend.
The Chair thanked Jane for her update.

Jane left the meeting.


	

	1347
	BLMK CCG update

Fiona Garnett gave the update.

Fiona shared a presentation, with all data current up to 31st January 2022.
COVID 19 vaccination programme

Community pharmacies have delivered 43.2% of the total COVID-19 vaccinations in BLMK. Fiona extended a big thank you to all involved.
Fourth doses will be available to eligible patients from April 2022 onwards i.e. those who had their booster six months ago in the following groups:

· Adults aged 75 years and older (62,985 eligible)

· Residents in care homes for older adults (3,426 eligible)

· People aged 12 and over who are immunocompromised

Autumn 2022 booster programme details are to be finalised.

GP CPCS update

The progress of the programme paused during lockdown and the vaccination programme, as personnel were deployed to maximise efforts in these sectors.
There will be a renewed focus from April 2022.

Discharge Medicines Service (DMS)

Referrals slowed considerably during the pandemic due to pharmacy hospital staff shortages and remaining staff prioritising their efforts towards COVID-19.
To help revitalise the programme both Milton Keynes University hospital and the two Bedfordshire Hospitals (Luton & Bedford) received £40k of funding, which will be utilised to support the programme, particularly in relation to improving IT functionality.
System One in community pharmacy

NHSE&I (EOE) Region has secured funding to conduct a pilot testing the benefits of community pharmacy having access to System One. This is the patient clinical record IT system, currently used by BLMK general practice and other community health providers. 

Full access to the electronic patient record, with patient consent, will allow community pharmacies to access full history notes, make their own records on the system, read code and utilise the task function.

The pilot is being led by Sara Lingard, NHS E&I Primary Care Transformation Lead.

BedsLPC contractors that have been identified to take part in the pilot had to submit an Expression of Interest. These have now been accepted.
Approved pilot sites include:


1. Lea Vale PCN – involving the following pharmacies:

· Acorn, Dallow Road, Farley, SE Morgan, Superdrug, Ashcroft Pharmacy, The Mall Pharmacy, 
2. Hillton PCN – involving the following pharmacies:

· Cheesemans, C&H Barton, Wilstead Pharmacy, Tesco Flitwick
The next stage is to identify if the IT systems within community pharmacies can be integrated with System One. This work is currently taking place, therefore the pilot will not move forward until the results of this work is known.
Translation Services

The new providers for interpreting and translation services in the East of England region from 1st November 2021 are:
· DA Languages will provide for spoken language

· Language Empire for non-spoken languages e.g. British sign language

The Chair thanked Fiona for her update.

Fiona left the meeting.


	

	1348
	ICS/ICB update

Mary Evans gave the update.

Mary reminded the committee and guests of the funded places available to community pharmacists for the Independent Prescribing Training courses offered by Health Education England (HEE).
An email informing contractors of the opportunity was emailed to all BedsLPC contractors. Further information here.
Mary expressed a view that the future of community pharmacy lay in the sector embracing technology, with pharmacists disengaging from routine dispensing. She asked for the committee’s and guests’ view on this proposal.

The topic would be an agenda item at future Integrated Pharmacy and Medicine Optimisation (IPMO) meetings of which the LPC Chief officer is a member. BedsLPC committee member, Mahesh Shah expressed a view in attending future meetings to discuss further.
The Chair thanked Mary for her update.

Mary left the meeting.


	

	1349
	Luton Sexual Health update

Michelle Bailey and Shopna Amin gave the update.

The Luton Sexual Health team are working with BedsLPC to update and renew the Luton Sexual Health contracts. It was noted that the HIV Point of Care Testing (POCT) service which was introduced in 2018 will no longer be offered in the new contract.
The pandemic has changed how services are delivered and how individuals use and access services. The SH team have seen an increasing demand for online testing and little demand for HIV POCT at pharmacies. 
Having reviewed all services and the need and demand for HIV testing, along with recent guidance on HIV testing and tackling late diagnosis, they feel that efforts to increase HIV testing are best focused on Integrated Sexual Health Services, Primary Care, A&E and hospital admissions.  
Findings suggest that it is not cost effective for community pharmacies to deliver testing in this way due to the training, consultation and time involved. Therefore HIV POCT will be removed from the updated Luton SH service specification.
The future focus for the service will be on prevention. To support this the plan is to try to increase the uptake of the Chlamydia service. Chlamydia prevalence is a concern in Luton, therefore the updated service will target pregnant women to reduce clinical complications.
The Chair thanked Michelle and Shopna for their update.


	

	1350
	Healthwatch Bedford Borough update
Helen Terry gave the update.
Healthwatch Bedford Borough plan to resume face-to-face visits to community pharmacies from March 2022.
Strategic priorities for 2021/22 are:
· Challenging the barriers to care and services faced by people who are seldom heard

· Bringing the voices of people living with mental health and emotional distress to the planning and delivery of services

· Championing the needs of children and young people to promote their physical and emotional health and wellbeing

· Engaging with BLMK ICS to ensure that the views of people from Bedford Borough are heard and acted upon at system level

· Recruiting volunteers from the heart of local communities                   to support in delivering an effective Healthwatch
The four local Heathwatches within BLMK were asked by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) to listen to people about the challenges they face in accessing services, as well as speaking up about poor care quality. 
HW Bedford Borough asked homeless people and the deaf community about their experiences - and the barriers they face in accessing health and care services. The report on their findings can be found on the HW Bedford Borough website – here.
The report, with recommendations following the Mental Health Forum held in September 2021, is also available on their website. 
The Chair thanked Helen for her update.

	

	1351
	CPPE update

Zara Mehra gave the update.

The CPPE update for February 2022 was circulated with the meeting documentation.

Following the sexual health update given by Luton’s Sexual Health team earlier in the meeting, Zara reminded the committee and guests that CPPE offer Sexual Health training via their website.
The Chair thanked Zara for her update.


	

	1352

	To approve the minutes from the meeting held on 24th November 2021
The committee approved the Open meeting minutes from 24th November 2021 as proposed by Amit Lakhani and seconded by Gordon Ross.

	

	1353

	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
1301 - Jane Bray raised concerns relating to stress and staff burn-out within community pharmacy teams at the last NHSE Contract meeting. It has also been a topic of the recent PSNC survey.
1318 - Carol Ord, Targeted Lung Health Checks Programme Manager

For Luton and Thurrock CCG's, shared the website link for the Luton Health Check Lung Programme.

1334 - Based on the presentation that Mary Evan’s gave at November’s 2021 Open meeting, she posed the following questions to BedsLPC committee members:

· What would you like to see in the vision for Integrated Pharmacy and Medicines Optimisation in BLMK?
· What underpinning principles should inform the vision?
· What are the enablers required to make the vision viable
· What will be the barriers to enacting the vision
BedsLPC committee members were to review the questions outside of the meeting and feedback their comments via the LPC office. BedsLPC Office would then submit a collective email response to Mary.
This was delayed due to the outbreak of the Omicron Covid virus outbreak which impacted all primary and secondary care priorities.

Refer to Mary’s update given earlier in the meeting.


	Closed
Closed
Closed

	1354
1355
1356

	Any Other Business of a non-confidential nature

None was raised.
Closing Remarks
The Chair thanked members and guests for their attendance.
Date of next open meeting
The next LPC Open meeting will be held Wednesday 6th July 2022 at a venue to be advised.
The meeting closed at 16:15hrs.
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